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165 million
tonnes of plastic waste 
are projected to reach 
Africa within the next 

decade, mostly ending 
up in landfills and 

dumpsites

90% of waste 
recycling is carried out 
by informal workers, 
often under indecent 
and insecure conditions, 
facing job insecurity, 
safety hazards, and 
health risks
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Improvements 

for workers:

Protective gear

Stable income 

Skills enhancement

& career path

Government
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Promote effective 
financing 
mechanisms 
internationally

Provide subsidies for 
initiatives and a 
conducive tax and 
policy environment

Provide grants 
for piloting 
innovative 
solutions

Make funding accessible to 
increase scaling and 
infrastructure development

Develop an effective 
recycling value chain 
and provide technical 
skills training on 
innovative methods

Provide knowledge and 
mentoring on innovation in 
waste recycling through 
linking recycling initiatives 
and experts

Advocate for the 
adoption of innovative 
and circular waste 
recycling principles

Facilitate 
knowledge 
exchange and 
international 
collaboration 
to strengthen 
innovative 
recycling 
expertise 

Strengthen 
the evidence 
base for green 
jobs in waste 
recycling to 
inform 
policies and 
practices

Create awareness around 
the economic and 
environmental potential of 
waste recycling through 
media campaigns and 
community involvement

Initiate awareness campaigns 
within communities that working 
in waste recycling has a positive 
impact on the environment and 
can provide a livelihood

Create awareness of 
the economic and 
environmental 
potential of 
recycling and 
strengthen 
conducive policies 
for green innovation 
and finance
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Facilitate the meaningful 
participation of youth 
and informal workers in 
decision-making 
processes to ensure that 
policies are tailored to 
their needsFinance Sector alignmentInnovationAwareness

How to make plastic 
waste work 

Ecosystem stakeholders should collaborate to unleash the potential for green jobs for youth in Africa’s plastic waste recycling sector 

for Green & Decent Jobs 
for Youth in Africa 

Recycling of plastic waste can boost decent jobs and benefit the environment. 
How can stakeholders contribute to a conducive waste recycling 
ecosystem, unlocking its green jobs potential for Africa’s youth?
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