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A simplistic cash transfer coverage to end poverty?

Reach all the poor with a 
cash transfer
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Coverage of social protection by region



Source: UNDP, 2019 

Social assistance programmes in Africa



Source: World Bank 2018;  UNDP, 2019 

Cash transfer coverage in Sub-Saharan Africa

< 14% of sub-Saharan 
population is covered 

by cash transfers 



Coverage of 
cash transfer 
for children

Source: Author based on UNDP, 2019; UNDESA website; World Bank PovcalNet Website 



A simplistic cash transfer adequate to end poverty?


𝑛=𝑝𝑜𝑜𝑟 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛𝑠

$1.90/𝑑𝑎𝑦



Cash transfers per poor person per year
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Low spenders

Intermediate spenders

Source: Social Assistance in Africa Database, UNDP 2019 

High spenders



Adequacy of 
cash transfer 
for children

Source: Author based on UNDP, 2019; 
UNDESA website; World Bank PovcalNet
Website 



Permanent and/or 
long-running cash 
transfers tend to 

have a huge 
coverage and are 

adequate

Source: Author based on UNDP, 2019;



Domestically 
financed cash 
transfers tend 
to have a huge 
coverage and 

to be adequate

Source: Author based on UNDP, 2019;

Coverage of Cash Transfers

Source of funding District National

Mainly Donor

Mainly Domestic



Expenditure 
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Programme budgets
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Micro-
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Domestic financing within a Triple-M Paradigm is key: 


